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MAC Van Delivers 1,400 Smiles in First Year

As the Massachusetts Dental Society (MDS) Foundation Mobile Access to Care (MAC) dental van prepares to celebrate its first year of service, many underprivileged children across the state can now say “Happy Anniversary!” with healthier mouths.

 
February 5, 2008, marks the first anniversary of the MAC van. In its first year of operation, the mobile unit treated 1,400 children, provided $315,000 worth of free care, and traveled to 55 different locations throughout the state. More than 130 dental professionals volunteered their time on the van.

 
“After only one full year of service, the MAC van has been an unqualified success,” says Dr. Andrea Richman, president of the MDS. “Not only have we provided numerous low-income children with free care, but we have also taught them how to take care of their teeth. The volunteer dentists and their staffs are to be applauded for their devotion to this critical service.” 

It is estimated that the van’s volunteer dentists, hygienists, and assistants donated more than $83,000 worth of professional time.


The MDS Foundation acquired the van in late 2006 through a $250,000 grant from Procter & Gamble. The mobile dental unit has been traveling to communities throughout Massachusetts with the greatest oral health needs, providing free dental screenings and treatment to low-income children. The van’s staff includes a full-time dentist and dental assistant, as well as MDS volunteer dentists and their hygienists and assistants. 

In addition to providing dental services, the purpose of the van is to give income-eligible children a “dental home,” something that many children in the area are in need of. This will be facilitated through the Dental Society’s access program, MassDentists CARE, which provides reduced-cost care to qualified children who do not have MassHealth or private insurance.
“To say that I am gratified that we have reached the one-year anniversary of the MAC van project would be an understatement,” declares Dr. Richard LoGuercio, chair of the MDS Foundation. “I am extremely proud of the members of the MDS who have donated their time and talents to treat all of the children who have been seen. Without their commitment, the van program would not have a past or a future. The need for the van is still great, and I hope that we can continue to be the impetus in providing critical oral care to children who may not be able to obtain it anywhere else.”
The van partners with organizations that serve children from low-income families, including Boys and Girls Clubs, Head Start locations, YMCAs, and selected schools. 

Through individual and corporate donations, the van has received $610,000 in funding to date. In addition to Procter & Gamble, the MAC van has received support from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts, Dental Services of Massachusetts, First Fed Charitable Foundation, American Dental Industries, the Massachusetts Coalition for Oral Health, the University of Massachusetts—Worcester, Gentle Dental Associates, MetroWest Community Health Care Foundation, and the Foundation of the Pierre Fauchard Academy. 


For more information on the MAC van, contact Ellen Factor, MDS manager of district member services, at (800) 342-8747, extension 228, or efactor@massdental.org. And for the latest updates on locations where the van is scheduled to visit, log onto www.mdsfoundation.org.
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